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PUTTING  US  "ON  THE  MAP" 


We  don't  know  what  was  forecasted  under  the  Signs  of  the  Zodiac  in  con¬ 
nection  with  public  relations  activities  for  the  month  of  January,  but  we 
wouldn't  be  surprised  if  the  prediction  read  something  like  this: 

A  favorable  period  for  stimulating  outside  interest  through 

friendly  contacts;  new  friends  will  prove  a  source  of  pleasure, 

value,  and  satisfaction. 

The  opportunity  to  make  friends  and  to  tell  our  story  of  conservation  7/as 
welcomed  in  ever;'  region  last  month.  The  story  was  told  in  many  different 
ways  —  by  formal  addresses,  informal  chats,  the  transcribed  records  of  the 
"What  Price  America?"  series  dealing  with  the  Taylcr  Grazing  Act  and  the  Graz¬ 
ing  Service,  and  movies  dealing  with  the  livestock  industry  on  western  ranges 
and  range  conservation  problems. 

The  Grazing  Service  was  represented  at  the  American  National’  Livestock 
Association  meeting  at  Denver  on  January  11-13,  at  the  National  Wool  Growers 
convention  at  Casper  on  January  23-25,  at  various  State  livestock  association 
meetings,  at  meetings  of  State  Land  3oards,  Game  and  Eish  Commissions,  uni¬ 
versities,  experiment  stations,  and  inter-agency  gatherings. 

_Our  wcrk  is  of  vital  interest  to  every,  person  in  the  country  because  the 
meat  he  eats,  the  leather  shoes  he  wears,  the  warmth  from  his  warm,  wool 
winter  clothing  are  all  tied  in  with  the  livestock  industry,  the  stabilization 
of  which  industry  in  the  West  is  one  of  our  primary  objectives.  The  many  in¬ 
quiries  that  reach  the  Washington  office  every  day  convince  us  these  people 
want  to  hear  our  story;  they  want  to  participate  in  our  program  by  acquaintance 
with  our  objectives. 

The  prediction  under  the  next  sign  of  the  Zodiac?  More  of  the  Same.' 
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WEATHER,  AND  LOTS  OF  IT 

While  Washington's  climate  has  lately  alternated  between  spring  and 
•winter,  v/e  find  that  the  sane  thing  has  been  going  on  out  in  the  West,  with 
Nevada  reporting  "green  grass  like  in  April"  and  Wyoming  writing  of  blizzards 
and  snow  storms.'  Several  camps  in  Wyoming  were  able  to  cooperate  in  keeping 
roads  open  and  in  taking  children  to  and  from  school,  for  which  efforts  they 
received  the  greatest  praise  from  persons  in  the  locality. 

*•  *  H  B  *  * 

When  should  spring  range  be  opened  to  grazing?  When  should  grazing  be  de¬ 
ferred  or  rotated? 

The  answers  to  these  questions  and  the  determination  of  proper  grazing 
periods  from  weather  and  plant  development  data  have  been  made  the  subject  of 
a  special  article  by  David  F.  Costello,  formerly  assistant  conservationist, 
Intermountain  Forest  and  Range  Experiment  Station,  and  Raymond  Price,  senior 
forest  ecologist,  Division  of  Bange  Research,  Forest  Service,  entitled 
"Weather  and  Plant -Development  Data  as  Determinants  of  Grazing  Periods  on 
Mountain  Bange",  which  has  been  published  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricul¬ 
ture. 

By  observations  of  plant  development  at  different  altitudes,  the  fluctua¬ 
tion  of  character  of  growing  seasons,  and  the  growth  and  development  of  key 
forage  species  under  readily  measured  climatic  factors,  it  has  been  possible 
to  establish  a  system  of  controlling  the  distribution  of' livestock  so  as  to 
protect  each  elevational  range  until  the  key  forage  plants  have  actually 
reached  range  readiness.  It  is  suggested  by  the  authors  that  regulation  of 
seasonal  distribution  may  be  accomplished  by  drift  fences,  herding,  and  the 
use  of  an  adequate  salting  plan. 

Copies  of  this  publication  have  been  requested  for  distribution  to  field 
offices. 


LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN 

Hugh  M.  Bryan,  Range  Examiner,  Salt  Lake  City,  has  prepared  material  for 
six  short  addresses  for  lay  audiences  such  as  high  schools,  colleges,  and  clubs, 
to  facilitate  in  compliance  by  field  officers  with  requests  to -speak  on  the 
work  of  the  Grazing  Service. 

A  chronology  of  antiquities  of  grazing  district  areas  has  been  prepared 
as  material  for  an  address.  This  may  well  be  used  as  a  guide  in  a  color-map¬ 
ping  scheme  for  notations  on  maos  of  Indian  loins,  explorer  trails,  military 
activity,  early  settlements,  et  cetera.  Data  are  being  gathered  for  addresses 
on  grazing  district  scenic  attractions,  exploration  possibilities,  and  recrea¬ 
tion  within  Federal  grazing  districts. 


*  *  R  E  *  * 
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THEY  TEIL  US  THAT 

$1  spent  for  lunch  lasts  5  hours 

$1  .spent  for  a  necktie  for  5  weeks 

$1  spent  for  a  hat  lasts  5  months 

$1.  spent  for  an  automobile  lasts  5  years 

$1  spent  for  public  improvements  lasts 
5  generations 

$1  spent  in  the  service  of  humanity  lasts 
for  eternityf 

—  Boger  Babson 

‘♦•EH** 

SOUNDS  GOOD.1 

The  number  of  cattle  on  feed  for  marketing  in  the  eleven  corn  belt 
States  on  January  first  was  12  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier.  The 
estimate  also  shows  an  increase  of  about  19  percent  in  the  number  on 
feed  in  the  eleven  western  States.  The  total  number  on  feed  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  1940  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  was  the  largest  in  recent 
years,  and  among  the  largest  in  the  past  twenty  years. 

The  average  consumption  per  person  of  meats  and  lard  in  the  United 
States  is  estimated  at  ac>ut  145  pounds.  This  represents  an  increase  of 
appro ximately  seven  pounds  per  person  over  1938. 

■  —  Montana  Stockgrower,  February  15,  1940. 

*  *  E  R  *  * 

ANTELOPE 

In  New  Mexico  the  Grazing  Service,  in  cooperation  with  the  State  Game 
Department,  is  trapping  antelope  in  Grazing  District  No.  6.  The  program 
provides  for  the  moving  of  antelope  from  well-stocked  areas,  such  as  are 
found  in  District  6,  to  other  parts  of  the  State  where  it  is  believed  this 
valuable  game  animal  will  survive.  Antelope  are  found  in  sufficiently 
large  numbers  in  District  S  to  warrant  considerable  attention  by  the  Graz¬ 
ing  Service  in  working  with  the  State  Game  Department  to  provide  better 
distribution  of  them  on  Federal  range. 

*  *  EE  *  * 
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The  remarkable  improvement  in  the  safety  record  of  the  Grazing  Service 
is  being  etched  with  gratification  by  the  Washington  office  staff.  As  an 
indication  of  just  what  is  being  accomplished  in  this  connection,  we  give 
you  the  following: 

G-97,  Kimama  (Idaho)  is  establishing  a  splendid  lost-time  accident  re¬ 
cord,  having  had  no  lost-time  accidents  for  475  days,  according  to  the  last 
report  on  February  5.  The  camp  set,  as  its  goal,  500  consecutive  accident- 
free  days! 

There  was  only  one  lost-time  accident  in  all  New  Mexico  camps  combined 
during  the  month  of  January.  Classes  in  safety  are  being  held  each  week  in 
all  camps  in  the  State,  and  written  examinations  are  being  given  once  each 
month. 

G-78,  Kemmerer,  Wyoming  is  also  establishing  a  commendable  record  for 
itself.  There  have  been  no  lost-time  accidents  on  work  projects  at  that 
camp  for  12  months. 

A  paper  on  safety,  prepared  by  a  safety-assistant  in  a  Grazing  Service 
camp,  was  read  at  the  Sacramento  Educational  Conference  last  month. 

*  *  RE*  * 


IN-SERVICE  TRAINING 


Mrs.  Eleanor  Eutches,  in  Washington  to  attend  the  Women's  Patriotic 
Conference  on  National  Defense  as  National  Defense  Chairman  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  for  Nevada,  remained  to  take  advantage  of  the  two-week's 
training  course  offered  by  the  Department's  School  for  Secretaries  now  be¬ 
ing  conducted  by  the  Chief  of  the  Training  and  Placement  Unit  for  the  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Interior. 


*  *  R  R  *  * 

^  Following  a  visit  to  the  Horseshoe  Bend  side  camp  (G-90,  Harper,  Oregon), 
by  Major  Phillips,  District  Executive  Officer,  and  Educational  Adviser 
Wallace  M.  Davis  of  the  Boise  District  Headquarters,  Superintendent  Hugh 
0.  Thayer  received  a  letter  of  appreciation  for  the  courtesies  shown  at  the 
camp.  The  letter  reads,  in  part: 

"We  were  very  pleased  with  the  standard  of  operation  being  maintained 
in  this  camp.  Major  Phillips  has  requested  that  I  convey  his  com¬ 
pliments  on  the  mess,  sanitation,  general  appearance,  and  organiza¬ 
tion  apparent  in  your  administration  of  this  camp.  It  was  certainly 
at  a  main-camp  standard." 


*  *  R  R  *  * 

Days  of  the  traditional  feuding  between  cattle  and  sheepmen  definitely 
appeared  ended,  judging  from  the  way  the  sheepmen  utilized  headquarters  of 
the  New  Mexico  Cattle  Growers'  Association  at* the  Hilton  Hotel  mezzanine. 

A  far  cry  from  the  old  true  water-hole  brawls  was  a  sign  over  the  cattle¬ 
men's  door  that  read:  'Welcome  Wool'  Growers.  We'll  see  you  again  at  Gallup 
March  18—19.  Check  your  guns  here!."'  (Albuquerque  Tribune) 
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